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China's patriarch and reform architect Deng
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Parkinson's disease and lung infection
South China Morning Post (SCMP)
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Basic Info

ARTIFACT NAME
The SCMP A1 cover of 1997-07-01

ARTIFACT LONG DESCRIPTION

On July 1, 1997, the flags of Britain and Hong Kong were lowered, and those of
China and the Hong Kong SAR raised in the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre. After 156 years of colonial rule, the city of Hong Kong was handed over
from the hands of Britain to those of China on this day. As Chris Patten, Hong
Kong's last governor, bid farewell to the city, Tung Chee Hwa, the city's Chief
Executive pledged, in his brief inauguration speech, to the 6.5 million people that
“for the first time in history, we, the people of Hong Kong, will be master of our own
destiny."President Jiang Zemin, the first head of state of China to visit Hong Kong,
said in the statement that the central government departments "will not and should
not be allowed to intervene in matters that ought to be handled by the Hon ng
SAR', noting that the Basic Law protects "in full" rights and freedoms in Hol

Kong. This historical event took place also with the presence of Chinese Prime
Minister Li Peng and Vice-Premier Qian Qichen, and the Prince of Wales.
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